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Editorial
Since the last issue of Weighlog we have
seen quite a lot of changes. I am sure that I
don’t need to remind you that we have had
a change in government but we have also
had a new secretary in Martina Farragher as
the UKWF secretariat and a new member of
the board in John Swinburne, who has been
co-opted following the resignation of Carl
Rogers. I would like to welcome both
Martina and John and thank Carl for serving
on the board for 5 years.
Obviously the new government will be
expected to have an effect on the economy
as a whole but, specifically for our industry,
we will see cut backs in the enforcement
community at local authority level and at
government level in the NMO (the National
Measurement Office, previously NWML). At
the recent JCC
(Joint Consultative
Committee Meeting) between the UKWF and
NMO, the over-riding message was one of
restricted resources in every aspect of their
work.
CECIP
In the past months we have also had the
General Assembly of CECIP, the organisation
that
represents
national
weighing
federations from all over Europe. I do feel
the need to stress the importance of CECIP
which, to many members, must seem far
removed from their day-to-day business.
With much of our legislation and
enforcement originating from European
directives and standards, it is so important
that our industry has a voice at a European
and even international level. CECIP is widely
respected by the organisations concerned
and is consulted for it’s input but can also
be pro-active and lobby those organisations.
There is more on CECIP later on in this
newsletter, but I would like to make a
public appeal for representatives for the
CECIP technical committee to replace
UKWF Weighlog

existing members that are approaching
retirement. Please give this serious
consideration as we need to ensure the
continuing success of the work of the
committee and we are appealing to all
members, but especially the larger
companies, to volunteer candidates. If you
do have someone in your organisation that
may be suitable then please contact the
UKWF.
Market surveillance
You may have been aware that the NMO
have conducted a market surveillance
exercise focusing on class III non-automatic
machines purchased over the internet. We
need to support market surveillance activity
as it aims to ensure there is a level playing
field and it ties in with the project
undertaken by CECIP. It also emphasises the
fact that manufacturers and importers have
a legal responsibility for ensuring that all
equipment placed on the market complies
with all of the necessary requirements. We
will be discussing the surveillance activity
with NMO to try and make sure that the
work is as effective as possible. We will also
try and produce some guidelines to those
affected, to clarify the expectations and
responsibilities.
Section 70 returns
In the last newsletter we mentioned the
section 70 returns that the local authorities
are obliged to produce to government, to
report on their weights and measures
enforcement activity. As a result of this,
NMO and LACORS are undertaking a project
to investigate weighbridges and we have
sent a note to members encouraging them to
participate in the project by inviting local
inspectors when they perform a calibration.
This may not be practical in some instances
but there is a benefit to customers in that it
should reduce the possibility of a future
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unannounced visit from a TSO and it also
helps to build good relationships between
our industry and the trading standards
community.
In-service control proposal
Some of you may be aware of the in-service
control proposal that the UKWF have
produced. The general objective of this
proposal is to establish a scheme that
recognises a calibration performed by a
reputable organisation such as a UKWF
member and TSO visits then focus on
ensuring that instruments on site have been
certified by a registered organisation within
a specified time period, rather than actually
testing with weights. The ideal outcome
would be that more establishments are
inspected. This has been well received so far
and we are trying to identify a suitable pilot
area to test out the scheme.

Sporting events
Thanks to everyone who turned out for the
annual UKWF vs. NMO cricket match that
was held on the 14th July. Unfortunately, we
failed to beat the NMO this year but we
already have an eye on next year’s match,
so if you do have any budding cricket stars
then please let us know and we will line
them up for the team. We are also looking
at a potential golf match so, again, please
let us know if you are interested.
Regional meetings
Finally, we have our regional meeting and
AGM arranged for the 14th October this
year. This will be held at the headquarters
of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers
which is just off Westminster Square in
London. This is a great location and there
will be plenty to discuss as well as the
opportunity to socialise with others in the
industry, so I do hope that you will make the
effort to attend and provide us with a good
turnout.

Training
Internal Training
We recently held two Self-Verification
Training courses at Bordesley Hall for
members and non-members. We have
collated feedback from both sessions and
the scores on average were over 9 out of 10.
Delegates found that the demonstrations
and advice were all extremely valuable.

UWIC Training
We are organising the Certificate of
Competency in Legal Metrology (Weighing)
for the next semester, which commences in
November. The course is supervised by Andy
Hayward from The University of Wales
Institute, Cardiff, who spent over 17 years
as a Trading Standards Officer.

There are currently no further dates
scheduled for any internal training.
However, if you are interested in any
course, please advise the secretariat. If
there is a high demand in a specific session,
we will be more than happy to organise
training.
Courses we have previously run are:

Training takes place in a virtual leaning
environment via a dedicated website. The
course covers a comprehensive range of
subjects over the prescribed learning period,
including practical and legal aspects of
weighing and associated equipment.






Self-Verification Training
ATEX Training
Calibration Code of Practice
Compatibility of Modules
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For further information on how you and your
company
can
benefit
from
gaining
certification, please contact the Secretariat
or visit our website
http://www.ukwf.org.uk/uwic.html.
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Priority Manager: Working Sm@rt with Outlook training
Following his presentation at the Regional
Meeting in York, Richard Maybury is making
this proven productivity training available to
UK Weighing Federation members at a
special rate – from only ‚275 per person
(plus VAT). We can arrange for Richard to
complete group training at your premises or
at Federation House, Birmingham.
It is suitable for anyone within your
business, including managers, technical and
sales professionals who daily juggle
competing priorities and want to maximise
MS Outlook as a workload management tool.
Please contact the Secretariat or refer to the
website for further information
http://www.ukwf.org.uk/ukwf_training.html
Managing clarity of purpose under pressure
It doesn’t matter if you have got too much
business to cope with at the moment, or if
you are working hard to bring more in; the
ruthless reality for most people right now is
that it takes an awful lot more work to
achieve the results we were used to pre
crunch. Most of us are under pressure.
Control is critical to success
Control requires clarity. Clarity of purpose.
Clarity around expectations and delivery on
deadlines. Clarity on priorities. Clarity under
pressure. As one MD client said to me last
week when he booked our support ‘I have a
good business model and a good team, it’s
just that they are all operating on a ‘Just In
Time’ model – and when you work with
people as opposed to a production line –
just in time is Just Too Late’.
It is my experience that most good people
know what they need to achieve within a
business, the difficulty lies in how they go
about achieving it.
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It is also my experience that many so called
‘Technological Solutions’ to managing
competing priorities only provide a partial,
complex compromise on what you and I
would know as working smart.
So, technology itself is not the answer. The
answer lies in welding time honoured
principles and processes to the lightest use
of technology so that people will use it well.
How many To-Do lists do you use?
It is not a trick question. It is serious. How
many lists do you check physically or
mentally in order to evaluate current
priorities against incoming fire, whether in
the guise of opportunities or threats?
Here’s a list. Is it anything like yours? Board
Minutes, Management Team Action Points,
Email Inbox, commitments from meetings in
a day-book, notes from phone calls,
voicemail, Business Plans, Project Tasks,
notes to self, MEMORY (usually on the way
home or at 3 o’clock in the morning).
Here’s a second question: How well do those
lists integrate with each other, so you can
see clearly the business impact of making
one priority decision over another?
Richard Maybury’s Priority Pointer
Use fewer tools and integrate them better.
Bring all your priorities into one place,
preferably
Microsoft
Outlook
(which
integrates with Word, Excel, PowerPoint, IE,
SharePoint
and
other
Microsoft
programmes), so you can evaluate and
execute them with more clarity and control.
Richard Maybury
http://RichardMaybury.co.uk
01428 607763
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CECIP – What is it and what does it do?
CECIP –or to give it its full title – Comite
Europeen des Constructeurs d’Instruments
de Pesage – is the European association that
brings together the national associations for
the weighing equipment industry within the
EU and Europe.
Founded in 1958 with 6 member
associations, CECIP has grown steadily and
there are now 17 national Federations
represented within CECIP.
CECIP’s Mission, as stated on the CECIP website is:
“The principal objective of CECIP is to
represent at European level the weighing
industry and its member organisations.
In particular, CECIP focuses on:















Promoting a high quality standard in the
manufacture of weighing instruments;
Co-operating with the metrological
services in the establishment and
amendment
of
the
regulatory
environment;
Reducing
the
technical
and
administrative regulations relevant to
weighing
instruments
to
those
requirements which are necessary not to
harm users;
Ensuring harmonisation of national
regulations and the use of established
international standards, in order to
eliminate barriers to cross-border trade
of weighing instruments;
Ensuring that national and international
requirements do not prevent the
development
of
new
weighing
technologies;
Liaising with national and international
organisations and with end users
concerning all aspects of legal metrology
including consistent interpretation of
requirements;
Promoting a good understanding of
modern weighing technology, especially
in developing countries;
Ensuring fair trade practices by all
weighing
instrument
manufacturers
worldwide.”

To achieve these ambitions, CECIP operates
through a system of Working Groups,
UKWF Weighlog

controlled by a Bureau which is responsible
for the management of the organisation.
The Bureau, which is appointed by CECIP’S
General Assembly, consists of the President,
2 Vice Presidents and Four elected Members.
Not more than one Bureau Member may be
appointed from any country. The Bureau
determines CECIP policy, organises the
annual General Assembly, controls the
Budget and appoints the Secretariat.
The Secretariat is provided on contract by
VDMA, and is based at the VDMA offices in
Brussels, giving good access to EU politicians
and officials.
CECIP has two major Working Groups.
Business and Trade Group
The Business and Trade Group, as its name
suggests, looks after the commercial
interests of CECIP members. Its primary task
at the moment is monitoring the Market
Surveillance efforts of the EU member
states. Under the terms of the NAWI and MID
Directives, the member states have a duty
to carry out regular monitoring activity, to
ensure and confirm that products coming
onto the EU market comply with the
requirements of the applicable Directives.
Whilst national metrological authorities
appointed as Notified Bodies issue Type
Approval Certificates for new designs of
products, they do not have the responsibility
to ensure that products made under those
Certificates
continue
to
meet
the
requirements. Member states are supposed
to carry out regular monitoring to ensure
continuing compliance. However, it is only
very recently that any work on this aspect
has been undertaken and there is evidence
to suggest that a number of manufacturers
outside the EU are using a “golden sample”
to obtain a Type Approval Certificate and
then manufacturing inferior equipment
claiming it complies with the Approval
Certificate.
The Business and Trade Group is actively
encouraging Member states to implement
effective Market Surveillance schemes and
has recently conducted its own market
surveillance exercise in which only 1 of 32
weighing instruments tested was in
compliance with the Type Approval
Certificate. Copies of the Test Reports on
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each of the 32 sample instruments have
been made available to the Member states
and the B & T Group will be continuing to
push for more effective market surveillance
to be carried out.
Legal Metrology Group
CECIP’s other Working Group is the Legal
Metrology Group. This Group looks after the
technical requirements that weighing
instruments have to meet. There is no limit
to the number of delegates to the LMG, and
national associations often send three or
more delegates to meetings, so that
specialists in particular technologies or
types of equipment have an input to the
work.
The LMG is represented on OIML Working
Groups drafting and interpreting the OIML
Recommendations on the various types of
weighing instruments. It is also represented
on a number of WELMEC Working Groups
(WG2 dealing with NAWI and Automatic
Weighers; WG5 dealing with Market
Surveillance – this is joint with the B & T
Group- WG7 dealing with software and WG8
dealing with Conformity Assessment and
revisions of the Directives).
Each of the CECIP Working Groups appoints a
President who reports back to the General
Assembly on the work that their Group has
done throughout the past year.
The LMG in particular covers a very wide
range of topics, from NAWI and load cells
through to each of the various types of
automatic
weighers
(beltweighers,
discontinuous totalisers, catchweighers,

gravimetric filling machines, checkweighers
and in-motion rail weighbridges) software
for peripherals and modules, software
security, and much more. The Group
circulates a number of Papers and Proposals
which it is asked to comment on. The Group
is always looking for input on these Papers
and Proposals and it is here that the
individual members of the national
associations can play a part. Because of the
quantity of documents and the diversity of
the various topics, the LMG is looking for
assistance from the national associations to
help them cope with the volume of work.
As the UKWF, we will be putting
arrangements in place for all the various
documents and proposals that are received
to go onto the UKWF website in the
Member’s area. We will then send a general
email saying what documents are available
and when comments are required. Any
UKWF member who wants to make a
comment can do so and we will then collate
and forward those comments to the LMG.
Through its Working Groups, CECIP plays a
major role in safeguarding the interests of
the European Industry and the development
of sensible and appropriate technical and
legislative requirements. As a national
association, the UKWF has always supported
and contributed to the work of both Groups.
By continuing that approach, we will be
looking after our own industry and playing
our part in ensuring fair competition for
ourselves, our customers and the general
consumer.

Technical Updates
NMO cancels the national Metrology
Seminar.
For more than 20 years, NMO has
participated in a national Metrology Seminar
for Trading Standards Officers with an
interest in Legal Metrology. The Seminar was
originally organised by the Midland Branch of
the Trading Standards Institute and was held
in Stoke, but for the last 8 or 9 years NMO
have taken over the organisation and held
the event in Birmingham. This year’s event
was scheduled for 18th October.
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On 6th September NMO announced that this
years Seminar has been cancelled due to a
“marketing and advertising” freeze within
BIS.
Why should that concern us? The short
answer is that this decision reflects the lack
of importance that Government, both at
national and a local level, attach to legal
metrology and weights and measures
enforcement.
The Seminar provided TSOs with the only
opportunity for them to network, exchange
ideas and experiences, be updated on
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legislation by the legislators themselves, and
develop a consistent approach to
enforcement and verification.
The Trading Standards Institute Annual
Conference nowadays rarely features a
session on metrology. LACORS have given a
very strong indication that they intend to
abolish the position of Metrology Officer and
now NMO has had to cancel the Metrology
Seminar. Without some degree of coordination between TSOs, we as an industry
can expect less support from TSOs for the
enforcement of the legislation by inspection
and verification. At what price, consumers?
Surely in a time of national economic
hardship making sure that the least well off
in society get the quantity of goods that
they pay for rather than being sold short weight or measure is a priority not a luxury!
Delayed new legislation on Specified
Quantities
Members may recall that in January this year
the Government announced that it intended
to introduce legislation relating to Specified
Quantities for the sale of unwrapped bread.
This followed a change in the European
legislation that abolished the requirement
for wrapped bread to be made in specified
quantities. This left the UK in the strange
position of allowing bakers to make wrapped
bread in any quantity they wished whereas
unwrapped bread had to be in specified
weights of 400g, 800g or a multiple of 800g.
Having made the announcement in January
that they would change the law with effect
from 1st April, only a few weeks later the
Government announced that implementation
was being delayed until 1st October. Guess
what? On 15 September, NMO advised that
this proposed legislation is subject to
agreement of the new Coalition Government
and “It is therefore not possible to state
authoritatively when or even if, the draft
Order will come into force”.
Market Surveillance and CECIP
Elsewhere in this edition we have mentioned
both the role of CECIP and the amount of
Market Surveillance that Member States are
undertaking. In an attempt to encourage and
stimulate the Member States to undertake
more effective market surveillance the
CECIP Business and Trade Group organised a
survey of non-automatic weighing
UKWF Weighlog

instruments originating in the Far East,
which is available either through the
internet or from local dealers. The survey
concentrated mainly on “retail” instruments
but some industrial scales were included.
The results were frightening. 33 instruments
were purchased and submitted to the tests
that instruments need to pass before a Type
Approval Certificate is issued by a Notified
Body. All of the instruments were “Type
Approved” by a Notified Body in Europe.
Not all of the scales were tested for all 18
parameters that a Type Approved
instrument needs to meet, either because of
time constraints or simply because the
scales failed so badly during the tests that
further testing was not possible.







Only 25% of the scales tested passed the
basic weighing performance test!
Only 53% of those tested met the
requirements relating to zero drift with
temperature.
Only 41% of 22 scales tested coped with
the range of voltage variations that they
are expected to work within.
Only 9% of those tested for the affect of
temperature and humidity variation
managed to remain within the
acceptable limits.

In terms of the number of failures per
machine, only 2 scales had no failures at all,
21 had at least three failures and 2 failed 14
of the 18 tests!
CECIP has passed these results over to the
Market Surveillance Authorities and will be
presenting a Paper on them at the next
WELMEC WG5 meeting.
NMO carried out a Market Surveillance
exercise of their own in 2009 and found that
71% of the scales they tested failed to live
up to the Type Approval requirements.
Won’t it be interesting to see the effect that
these results have on the Member States
Market Surveillance Authorities, surely they
will all now be rushing out to ensure that
the Directive is complied with and the
machines getting onto the market do indeed
meet the requirements. (I’m not going to
hold my breath!)
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Revision of the NAWI and MID Directives
The European Commission is now consulting
on possible amendments to the MID and the
NAWI Directive. The proposed amendments
stem from an EC initiative called “The New
Legal Framework” which was initiated to try
to install a level of commonality between
various directives. Different Directives had
different enforcement regimes, different
requirements for Technical Files, differing
requirements about CE marking, differing
requirements about the format and supply
of the Declaration of Conformity and so on,
and the idea was to reduce these
differences to the absolute minimum.

Both MID and the NAWI Directive are
included in the review that is ongoing.
CECIP has commented on the proposals and
had one notable success in getting the
proposal to include NAWI within the MID
dropped before the documents even went
out for public comment.
At this stage, it’s not possible to give a
definitive list of the changes that will occur
to the Directives and the effects these will
have on Members, but we will be keeping on
top of the situation and making sure you are
kept up to date.

Economic Update
(Source: http://www.statistics.gov.uk)
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Gross domestic product increased by 1.1 per
cent in the second quarter of 2010,
compared with an increase of 0.3 per cent in
the previous quarter. The growth in the
second quarter is due to growth across the
board for example in each of services,
construction and production.
Total production output rose in the second
quarter, increasing 1.0 per cent, unchanged
from
the
first
quarter
of
2010.
Manufacturing made the largest contribution
to the growth, where output rose 1.6 per
cent.

CPI annual inflation – the Government’s
target measure – was 3.1 per cent in July,
down from 3.2 per cent in June.
Transport costs produced the largest
downward pressure to the change in CPI
inflation between June and July. This was
mainly due to the second-hand cars falling
between June and July this year, but rising
over the same period a year ago. There was
also a downward effect from petrol with
prices falling by 0.7 per cent per litre
between June and July this year but rising
by 1.1 per cent per litre a year ago.
The RPIX - all items RPI excluding mortgage
interest payments – was 4.8 per cent in
January, up from 5.0 per cent in June.
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Balance of Payments
Current Account Balance (ÄM)

As an internationally comparable measure of
inflation, the CPI shows that the UK inflation
rate in June was above the provisional figure
for the European Union. The UK rate was 3.2
per cent whereas the EU’s as a whole was
1.9 per cent.
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The number of people claiming Jobseeker’s
Allowance (the claimant count) fell by 3,800
between June and July to reach 1.46
million. The number of people claiming for
up to six months increased by 7,200 on the
month to reach 903,700. This is the first
monthly increase since April 2009.
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The unemployment rate for three months to
June 2010 was 7.8 per cent, down 0.2 per
cent on the quarter. The number of
unemployed people fell by 49,000 over the
quarter to reach 2.46 million. The number of
people unemployment for more than 12
months increased by 33,000 over the quarter
to reach 796,000 the highest figure since the
three months to March 1997.
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The current account recorded a deficit of
‚9.6 billion in the first quarter of 2010,
down from a revised surplus of ‚0.5 billion
(originally published as ‚1.7 billion) in the
previous quarter. The first quarter balance
is equivalent to -2.7 per cent of GDP,
compared to 0.1 per cent 0.1 per cent of
GDP in the previous quarter.
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Forthcoming meetings
Please note the following dates for your diary:
AGM & regional meeting
14th October 2010

Institution of Mechanical Engineers
Westminster, London

Board meetings:
14th October 2010
9th December 2010
Regional meetings for 2011
The venues for next year’s regional meetings have yet to be arranged. If you have any
suggestions for suitable venues, then please let us know.

Contact details
Secretariat: Martina Farragher
UK Weighing Federation
Federation House
10 Vyse Street
Birmingham
B18 6LT

Technical Officer: John Anthony
Bordesley Hall
Alvechurch
Worcestershire
B48 7QA

Tel: 0121 237 1130
Fax:0121 237 1133
Email: admin@ukwf.org.uk

Tel: 01527 646666
Mobile : 07710 355656
Email: technical@ukwf.org.uk

Your details
Do we have your correct details or is there anyone else within your organisation who
should receive information from the Federation directly? To update your details or add
anyone to our database, please advise the Secretariat.
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